Salvage of a lower extremity by microsurgical transfer of tibial bone from the contralateral extremity traumatically amputated at the ankle level.
The authors present a case of free vascularized transfer of the tibial bone as an osteomyocutaneous flap based on the posterior tibial vessels. A 42-year-old man presented with severe crush injury to bilateral legs. The left tibial bone and soft tissue defect required reconstruction with an osteomyocutaneous free flap. Since the contralateral leg was traumatically amputated at the level of the ankle, a decision was made to harvest a free tibial osteomyocutaneous flap with below-knee-amputation completed. The transfer was achieved successfully with complete survival of the flap and bony union. This report describes the technical and healing aspects of such a unique transfer which may rarely be indicated.